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Composting in Ontario condos will soon be mandatory

SMILIS
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The province wants high-rise dwellers to stop throwing their food and organic waste
in the garbage. Thanks to the province’s new Food and Organic Waste Framework, highrise buildings will soon be required to provide green bin infrastructure and collection.
Residents who live in condos and apartments generally compost and recycle much less
than those living in houses for a number of reasons, including poor access to proper bins,
little education on how to dispose of items, and a lack of financial incentive to sort their
garbage. Since many buildings were built many years ago and designed to only have one
chute for garbage, residents haveJanuary
no choice 2019
but to throw their food scraps in with the
garbage. The province wants to change building codes to make composting easier
— and
JANUARY
it eventually wants to ban all food scraps from ending up in landfills beginning in 2022.
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Since condo owners share responsibility for common elements, loss assessment is a type of coverage
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that insures your share of any damage that is causedFOR
to the
common elements, such as a leak in the
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swimming pool or burst pipes in the party room.
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Luxury Tridel Built Condo
ASSESSMENT
MEAN?

Luxury Tridel built condo. Spacious and bright
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom unit offering incredible
views and five star amenities. Over 1,500 sq. ft. of
living space. *Represented the buyer. Was asking
$699,900.
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Most condo corporations have an insurance policy that will adequately cover these types of damages,
so it’s not often that an owner will get a bill for these expenses. However, in the event that the cost of
the damages exceeds the corporation’s policy limit, that’s when condo owners may be asked to step
in and fork over the remaining money.
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This can become the case in the event of major damages caused by sudden weather-related events,
a personal injury that occurred in a common area, or other unforeseen emergencies such as fires,
floods and
Casaexplosions.
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When is “Grandfathering”
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Used in Condos? — JANUARY 2019 —

When a condo introduces new rules that prohibit residents from engaging in a
certain activity, whether it is smoking or owning pets, the condo may exempt
existing residents from the new rules given that they’ve been able to exercise
that right up until that point. This is known as grandfathering and is often used
to accommodate a variety of condo owners’ needs. Here are some of the most
common scenarios where grandfathering can come into play.
Pets

If owners propose to turn their condo building into a no-pet zone, the condo
can give grandfather rights to residents who already have pets at the time that
the bylaw was passed. Though it’s not a legal requirement, condos know it is
unreasonable to ask owners to get rid of their existing pets or move out of the
building, so they will often include a grandfather provision that would last the
life of the existing pet. In any case, certified guide dogs and service dogs are
automatically exempt from any bylaws prohibiting or limiting pets.

When it comes to cannabis, grandfathering is not required if condos adopted
rules prohibiting recreational cannabis
smoking before it became legalized. In this
AYOUBI
instance, the only owners that could benefit from a grandfathering agreement
would be those that have been using cannabis for medicinal purposes.
Short-term rentals
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Many condos have passed rules restricting owners and tenants from renting
out their unit on a short-term basis via sites like Airbnb. But because of the
popularity of such services and with a handful of units being rented out at any
given time, some condos have granted grandfathering rights to owners that
are already legally renting out their unit. Some boards will give these owners
a limited period of time to enjoy these rights in order to provide a reasonable
transition period before they must comply with the new rules.
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Smoking for medicinal purposes
In some cases, condos that have passed a new rule prohibiting smoking have
chosen to allow pre-existing smokers to continue smoking. It’s one of the more
controversial uses of grandfathering since it can be argued that smoking disrupts
or has a negative impact on surrounding neighbours.
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